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L-R: Girls in Tech Managing Director Cristina Turbatu, Best Presentation winners  Robin Whitting and Georgina Morello, and Karen 
Mareš from Girls in Tech

£2,000 prize was awarded 
to Charlene Hammond, 
Rebecca Escoriza, James 
Linares and Jonathan 
Pennell, for their website 
that can be used to donate 
to charity, outreach to 
volunteers and connect people 
with similar interests.
Best Technical Hall was 
awarded to Richard Gosnay, 
Wayne Seth, Rui Pedro 
Ribeiro, Jose Lozano, Jose 
Garcia and Alun Davies for 
their donation app.
Best Community Impact Hack 
was awarded to Gabriella 
Peralta, Jezabel Reyes, Ryan 
Castle and Kayleigh Martinez 
for their concept ‘Penny’ 
where people could donate 1p 
to charity per transaction.
‘Fairest of  them all’ for Best 
Presentation was awarded to 
Georgina Morello and Robin 
Whitting who also made a 
donation app where people 
could not just donate money 
but also their time and skills.
The Minister for Equality 
Samantha Sacramento 
welcomed many of  the 
concepts presented at the 
hackathon.
She was particularly 
interested in the charity 
based apps and offered to 
“open doors” to these teams.
“Technology is growing in 
Gibraltar and I know we 
have develop it,” said Ms 
Sacramento.
She highlighted initiatives 
such as CyberCenturion and 
teaming up with Girlguiding 
Gibraltar to encourage young 
girls to take up tech.
Ms Sacramento added she 
“loves” events which “harness 
talent” in Gibraltar.
Girls in Tech Managing 
Director Cristina Turbatu 
said it had been the 
“most amazing” event the 
organization had had in the 
past three years.
“It went better than we ever 
expected, and I am extremely 
proud of  the solutions and 
the involvement,” Ms Turbatu 
said.
The event was fully 
subscribed with 27 people 
entering the hackathon 
with a total of  seven teams 
competing.
On the ideas pitched to the 
judges Ms Turbatu believes 
that some will definitely go 
live.
“I think the hacks were 
extremely creative and you 
can tell that people put a lot 
of  thought into them,”Ms 
Turbatu said.
Last year the hack saw teams 
focus on a set brief, whereas 
this year the teams could 
make up ideas based on social 
themes.
She added: “They are 
going to definitely help 
the community. I think the 
change from last year, where 
we have now introduced 
themes instead has allowed 
teams to be more creative. 
Teams have a bit more liberty 
in the solution they choose 
and they want to solve the 
problem.”
Moving forward Girls in Tech 
will be hosting a 
public speaking bootcamp 
in Spring, and will be 
announcing new events later 
this year.

L-R: Peter Mareš from Girls in Tech with Best Community Hack winners Gabriella Peralta, Kayleigh Martinez, Ryan Castle and Jezabel 
Reyes, and Karen Mareš from Girls in Tech.

Cristina Turbatu and Karen Mareš with Most Technically Impressive Hack winners team ‘Mind Your Language’ which included team 
members Richard Gosney, Wayne Seth, Rui Pedro Ribeiro, Jose Lozano, Jose Garcia and Alun Davies.
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Language Notes
with Charles M  Durante 

The Song of Songs-A Critique Part Three

W
hen all the false leads 
are eliminated, the 
true interpretation is 
the simplest. It was 

doubtless the plain sense of the 
Song which the Jews before Rabbi 
Akiba  recognized but which the 
allegorical tide swamped.  The 
Song is a collection of love songs 
that do not have the least intent 
of symbolizing divine love, nor 
have they derived from pagan 
religious celebration.  While 
loosely connected in tradition 
with Solomon (one of the poems, 
3:6-11, in which Solomon is 
central, may be an epithalamium 
composed for one or more of his 
famous marriages), the poems 
are not the work of a single poet, 
much less a dramatist. The Song 
teaches no lesson and tells no 
story.  It extols human love in 
courtship and marriage by letting 
the lovers speak for themselves.  
Theodore of Mopsuestia (360-429 
CE) was apparently the fi rst to 
call the Song secular, and his 
view was declared heretical.  A 
few Jewish medievalists regarded 
it as a song written by Solomon 
for his favourite wife.  Sebastien 
Castellion (1546) had to leave 
Geneva because, as Calvin said, 
‘He considers that the Song is a 
lascivious and obscene poem.’  
Luis de Leon (1567) fell into the 
hands of the Inquisition for 
similar effrontery.

A special form of the lyrical 
hypothesis was advanced by a 
theologian called K. Budde (1893).  
He saw the Song as a disordered 
cycle of songs for Jewish 
weddings in which the groom was 
‘king’ and the bride ‘maiden’ for a 
week, the girl danced for her lover 
on the eve of the wedding, and 
detailed erotic praises of the male 
and female bodies were offered 
(called wasfs in Arabic.  Here is 
part of a ‘wasfs’ from the Song:
‘Your rounded thighs are like 
jewels/the work of a master 
hand./Your navel is a rounded 
bowl that never lacks mixed 
wine./Your belly is a heap of  
wheat, encircled with lilies./Your 
two breasts are like two fawns/
twins of a gazelle. (7: 1-3).
Now that the allegorical 
interpretation is in decline 
among Roman Catholics 
and virtually extinct among 
Jews and Protestants, some 
interpreters have attempted 
a didactic redirection of the 
Song, emphasizing the purity 
and propriety of married love 
and the religious character of  
marriage.  Since the Song is in the 
Christian canon, it is not amiss to 
see it in total context.  But such 
reinterpretation sometimes arises 
from an uneasiness about the 
Song’s frankness and is clouded 
by an apologetic attitude.  It is 
likely also to dismiss the ancient 

social setting in the desire for 
immediately applicable truth.  
The prude’s discomfort and the 
censor’s fear must not efface the 
simple delight of the Song in the 
sexuality of human beings.  ‘Love 
is stronger than death’ (8:6), and 
stronger than the reticence and 
embarrassment of interpreters.
Sex in the Song.
In reading the Song we must be 
careful not to impose Victorian 
notions of sexuality, nor any 
notion about what many 
presume is a negative attitude 
toward sexuality in Judaism or 
Christianity.  
The Song may seem odd as a 
biblical book, yet when viewed in 
the broader context of the ancient 
Near East, especially Egyptian 
literature, it is quite normal.  In 
terms of style, the ‘wasfs’ in the 
Song are quite similar to poems 
written in the period of the 
Egyptian New Kingdom.  Like 
the Song, the Egyptian ‘wasfs’ 
refer to the female lover as ‘sister.’  
Like all but one of the ‘wasfs’ in 
the Song, the Egyptian authors 
describe the body from top to 
bottom,  focusing on the same 
body parts mentioned in the 
biblical book.  In case the reader 
is confused, ‘wasfs’ are elaborate 
descriptions of features of the 
lover’s body.      
The Song depicts premarital sex 
positively; this attitude differs 

dramatically from what is found 
in the rest of the Bible.  But the 
Bible is a highly complex book, 
refl ecting the outlook of different 
groups, so such a difference is 
not surprising.  It certainly does 
not justify reading the book 
allegorically. 
Ambiguity.
The ambiguity of the Song is one 
of the features that make it so 
remarkable. Poetry is ambiguous, 
but the Song seems to revel in 
this quality.  Most of the  book’s 
ambiguity is sexual in nature. For 
example, In Chapter 5 we have 
the following sequence: ‘I slept, 
but my heart was awake. Hark! 
My beloved is knocking.  ‘Open 
to me, my sister, my love......’ The 
passage turns on the  ambiguity 
of whether the woman’s ‘house’ 
is really her dwelling, or her body.  
Is the male lover standing outside 
trying to get inside or is he next 
to her, trying to enter her?   In 
what sense is he knocking?  Veres 
4-5 read ‘My beloved put his hand 
to the latch/and my heart was 
thrilled within me’.  In these 
verses are the ‘hand’ and the 
‘latch’ euphemisms for genitalia? 
When the woman describes 
herself as clean and naked, is 
she saying that the man should 
go away because she is already 
half asleep, or is she teasing him  
to come nearer?  Representing 
the body as a house is a frequent 
metaphor in many cultures; 
this allows the poet of this unit 
to introduce numerous double 
meanings.  
Such sexual ambiguities fi t the 
Song.  For example, the vineyard 
in the Song is an image that 
often alludes to the woman’s ripe 
and sweet sexuality.  Most likely 
the symbol plays on the visual 
similarity between the cluster of  
dark grapes and the pubic tangle.  
Thus the woman can say, ‘My 

mother’s sons made me guard 
the vineyard/my own vineyard I 
did not guard (1:6).  This means 
that her brothers tried to keep her 
chaste by making her work in the 
fi elds but she fooled them.  While 
guarding the literal vineyard, she 
was free with her fi gurative one!
Another case when vineyard 
is used symbolically is 1: 13-14, 
where the woman says of her 
male lover, ‘My beloved to me 
is a spray of henna blossoms/in 
the vineyard of Engedi’.  Engedi 
housed the ancient Judean 
perfume industry not a wine 
vineyard.  The vineyard is not 
meant literally: the verse is really 
a veiled reference to the woman 
enjoying the man’s body.
Another example of ambiguity 
is found in 1:9, ‘I compare you, 
my love, to a mare of Pharaoh’s 
chariots.’  The comparison hardly 
sounds complimentary until 
we realise that the writer has 
more than the surface meaning 
in mind. Egyptian horses were 
considered the best and the 
stallions, not the mares, were 
used to draw the chariots,   The 
preposition linked to the chariots 
is more accurately translated as 
‘among.’  These factors underscore 
the girl’s attractiveness.  A mare 
loosed among the royal stallions 
would create intense excitement.  
This is the ultimate in sex appeal!
One of the joys of literature is its 
inexhaustibility-interpretation 
can be pursued endlessly.  The 
Song of Songs has been and 
will continue to be examined, 
commented on and interpreted 
and no one version of its meaning 
will ever become defi nitive.  I have 
tried to give the reader some idea 
of its content and fl avour.  I hope 
I have succeeded in stirring the 
reader’s interest suffi ciently to 
make him/her want to read the 
Song for themselves.   

First hair collection launched by Mayfair on Main 

Mayfair on Main has 
launched its very 

fi rst hair collection for the 
Autumn/Winter 2020 season 
focusing on the “transitional 
and colourful season”. 
The salon has produced four 
looks which pays homage to 
the forest and is inspired by 
the warm tones of  leaves and 
bark to the cooler tones of  
frosting berries – the fi rst of  
its kind in Gibraltar. 
With names such as “Rusted 
Cinnamon”, “Frozen Berry”, 
“Auburn Oak” and “Chestnut 
Blush”, the looks depict the 

transition from one season to 
the next. 
Artistic director, Nathan Aron, 
explained that this collection is 
“a vision into the future on the 
hair styles” when it comes to 
cut, shapes and colours. 
Clients can select a look and a 
stylist can create a “bespoke” 
look based on their needs, 
Pauline Olivera, the salon’s 
creative director said.  
“We are very lucky to be able to 
set up a trend here in Gibraltar 
and show people what they can 
wear in different seasons,” Mr 
Aron said. 

“As a brand, we are not just 
about hair but about fashion 
and beauty also,” salon owner, 
Sarah Carreras added. 
“It is important that we 
get involved and we are the 
trendsetters, so we create these 
looks to inspire the public and 
inspire the industry.” 
These looks will not just be 
published in Gibraltar, but also 
in various hair publications in 
the UK. 
Stylists at Mayfair on Main are 
already working on their next 
collection, while also working 
on an artistic collection. 

Pic: Johnny Bugeja
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Regulation 2(1)
Form 1a

Notice of  intention to apply for a new  business licence
1. Applicant details
Full name of  applicant : Francis Gonzalez
Business name: S and F Mechanic and Car Wash
Address of  premises in Gibraltar from which business will be carried on: 
18/2B Unit 4 Lancaster Road, Devil’s Tower Road
Postal address: 1 New Street
Email address: Francis71@live.com
Contact number: 54000904
3. Services   
If  you intend to provide services, please indicate type(s) of  service envisaged: 
(xiii) car repair workshops, Mechanic and car wash services
4. Date and Signature
Signature of  Applicant: 

F. Gonzalez
Dated: 28/10/2019

LEGAL NOTICE

E-EDITION

Miracle Prayer
Dear Sacred Heart of  Jesus, in the 
past I have asked for many favours. 
This time I ask you for this one 
special favour (mention it). Take it, 
dear heart of  Jesus, and place it in 
your own broken heart where your 
Father sees it. Then in his merciful 
eyes, it will become your favour, not 
mine.
Amen.
Say this prayer three times a day for 
three days, promise publication, and 
favour will be granted.                      
M.C.

PASSED AWAY
TAVARES: Passed away on 27th 
October 2019, ERNEST TAVARES, 
aged 70. The Funeral Service will 
take place tomorrow Wednesday 30th 
October, at 2.00pm, at St Theresa’s 
Church.

De Haro Funeral Directors Ltd
42 Devil’s Tower Road, P.O. Box 

No. 864 TEL NO.20050600

PASSED AWAY
BATCHELOR: Passed away on 
22nd October 2019, MICHAEL 
BATCHELOR, aged 85, 308 Block 2 
Eurotowers. The Funeral Service will 
take place on Thursday 31st October, 
at 12.00pm, at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Trinity, followed by a Cremation.

De Haro Funeral Directors Ltd
42 Devil’s Tower Road, P.O. Box 

No. 864 TEL NO.20050600

PASSED AWAY
GAGGERO: Passed away on 26th 
October 2019, JOHN GEORGE 
GAGGERO, aged 85, of 15/1 Bayside 
Road. The Funeral Service will take 
place tomorrow Wednesday 30th 
October, at 3.30pm, at St Theresa’s 
Church.

De Haro Funeral Directors Ltd
42 Devil’s Tower Road, P.O. Box 

No. 864 TEL NO.20050600

DEATHS

ADVICE

VACANCY

FAMILIES 
ANONYMOUS
For relatives and friends 
concerned about the use 

of  drugs and alcohol 
or related behavioural 

problems. Meetings will 
take place every  

Thursday at 9 p.m at 
Community and Family 

Centre Unit A,  Blue 
Wave House - Mid-
Harbours Estate. 

Tel: 54070676

WATER WELL APPEAL
Call 8601 and donate £1 to our 
water Well appeal. Help us raise 
£2,500 to provide a new water well. 
Thank you!

www.action4schools.gi - Tel. 
57631000

“Sponsored by ANGLO HISPANO”

DONATE

VACANCY
A vacancy has arisen as Funeral 
Director, at De Haro (Funeral 
Directors) Limited.
The ideal candidate should be 
fl uent in English and Spanish and 
willing to work day and night, on a 
week on and one week off  basis, 
working only six months of the year.
Starting salary £20,400.00 and will 
be commensurated with experience.
 
Please send CV to P O Box 864.

De Haro Funeral Directors Ltd
42 Devil’s Tower Road, P.O. Box 

No. 864 TEL NO.20050600

VACANCY

PRAYER STORES FOR RENT

STORES
Central Stores available under 
licence (STC)  17m2 and 28m2. 
Competitive rates. Call 58784000
for information and viewing.                                        

AUDIT AND ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATE
We are seeking an ambitious and talented individual to join our energetic 
audit and accounting division. This position provides signifi cant 
opportunities to develop and progress within the fi rm. 

We require successful candidate to:
 • Have relevant experience in the conduct of audits and have a  
 good practical knowledge of accounts preparation;
 • Have commenced studying towards ACCA or a similar   
 qualifi cation;
 • Be fl exible, self-motivated and have a genuine desire to follow a  
 career as part of a major international accounting network; 
 • Possess excellent organisational, communication and writing  
 skills;
 • The ability to solve problems and make decisions; and
 • Good audit and accounting software and Excel and Word   
 knowledge.

In return we offer: 
 • A clear opportunity to develop and progress within the fi rm;
 • An interesting and wide variety of work;
 • A competitive salary, including benefi ts package;

For full job specifi cation please visit our website www.msgib.com.

Candidates should submit their applications and CV, marked private and 
confi dential, to:
Moore Stephens Limited
PO Box 743
Suite 5, Watergardens 4
Waterport
Gibraltar
Email: hr@msgib.com

Moore Stephens Limited is an Independent member fi rm of Moore 
Stephens International Limited - members in principal cities throughout the 
world.

COOKERS


